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BLEED!i<G & DUSKYS·fRIPE SHINERS 
(NptrQpis ionatu.s & !!.~ 'Q1lsbrY1) 

by David L. Hall, Lohman, Missouri 

The Bleeding & Duskystripe Shiners {Notropis zonatu§ & · 
I· pilsbryi) ar~ two closely related species 1~ the subgenus 
Luxilu~. They are found in the ozarks of Missouri and Arkansas. 
The Duskystripe is also found in parts of Kansas and Oklahoma .. 
The two species never occur together. 

The Bleeding Shiner is aptly named. It is a silvery minnow 
with two black stripes separated by a gold iridescent str1peo 
One of the black stripes is more prominent than the other and 
extends to the tip of the snout, growing narrower as it reaches 
the gills. The belly is whitish arid the .fins are plain, except 
in breeding males; their heads, bodies, and fins turn bright 
redo 

The Duskystripe is not as appropriately named. It does 
have a "dusky_. stripe, but this 1sn 't its most outstanding 
feature. The breeding male turns an intense red and has a 
blue nose. The species could very easily be called the Bluenose 
Shiner, but or course that name is already caken by the elusive 
!i· welaka. The <»uskystripe Shiner is very much like the Bleeding 
Shiner, but di.f.fers in the following ways: 

*the prominent dark stripe doesn•t beoom.e abruptly 
narrower behind the gills as it does in the Bleeding 
Shiner; 

*breeding males have more red on the fins and body 
than do male Bleedings; 

*the tip of the snout is powder-blue in breeding males; and 

*it does not have a dark bar along the rear margin 
of its gill opening as the Bleeding does. 

I have collected Bleedings in several place-s in central 
Missouri, but my favorite spot is the Saline Creek near Eldon, 
Missouri. The Duskystri?e has a more limited distribution in 
Missouri. I have collected it in the Spring River :near Car'-;.haga 
in southwest I~issour1 .. 

Both i'ish spavm from late April to early July in Missouri, 
according to Pflieger 1 s Fishes 5r'l! Missouri. ,'Duskystripe and 
Bleedings spawn in depressions or pits. Most often, these 
fish spawn over the r:ests of other minnows such as the Hornyhead 
Chub (Nocomis biguttatus) and stonerollers (Oampostgma species)v 
Spawning grouvs of a hundred or more a~e not uncommon. 

Kon
Typewritten Text
American Currents October 1986 Vol 12 No 8



-11-

BUE.Dll1G 13HINER, m.,3", ou·t of color. Bright 
red-orange on upper lip, pectoral base, &, 
verticAlly, on cheek. Some rod-orhnge on 
unpaired fins. G·renn-gold dort3al midline & 
under dors:•l; snd <lbove dark m1.dl;::teral stripe. 
Hand-darkened in hope of better reproductlono 

These fish : . .live similar habits. They school in midwinter 
with other minnows such as the Rosy.face (NQtro~i~ rubellus}, 
Wedgespot (!• greenei), and Telescope ShinersKo telesoopus). 
They seem to feed by sight, and in the aquarium they eat just 
about anything. ·In the wild, b~th species feed primarily on 
insects or in veri; ebrates. Both fish have te.rminal, oblique 
mouths and large eyes. 

Tkese fish grow to about 85 mm, ~coording to the Atlas. 
Pflieger says they average 3.5 to 4.5 inches and reach a 
~aximum of 4.8. The fish I have area about 4". I keep them 
in 20-gallon-long tbnks. The Bleedipg Shiners made the 
adjustment to life in the aquarium quicker than the Duskystripes 
did, but both are doing well. Their striking colors have 
faded, but have not altogether dlsaQpeareda 

The Bleeding and Duskystrir)e Shiners are eure to b~::come 
favorites as people become aware o:f themo fhe :Ouskystripe, 
with its powder-blue nose, may become as sought-after as 
!· . welaka (certainly they are easier to come by}. Both 
speci~s are interesting and attractiveo 
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