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BLENNIES; EASY-TO-KEEP MARINE FISHES 
by Mary K. Wicksten, Dept. of Biol., Texas A&M University, 
College Station, Texas 

Many an aquarist has been impressed by the brilliant 
colors and odd shapes of tropical marine fishes. The cost of 
buying these fishes and difficulties in keeping many of them 
also im~ress aquarists. Is it possible, perhaps, to collect 
your own saltwater fishes, even if you live far from the 
fabled coral reefs? Sure. Why not start with a blenny? 

Fishes of the blenny family {Blenniidae) are mostly 
bottom-dwellers. They are distinguished by a fleshy structure 
(the ciirus) above the eye, long dorsal fin, short, small 
pelvic fins, and blunt head. Many are colored with blotches 
or spots, and blend in well with their background. Blennies 
are common in shallow water, where they can be found in tide 
pools, on jetties, among oyster shells, and in shells of 
barnacles. They are very hardy, and live in a wide range of 
temperatures and salinities. 

Blennies become more diverse in the southern, warmer 
parts of the United States. On the West Coast, the Bay Blenny 
(Hyosoblennius qentilis) ranges north to Monterey Bay, 
California. This species and the Rockpool Blenny <a. 
gilberti) are abundant in southern California. The Feather 
Blenny (K. hentzl) can be found from New Jersey to Florida and 
in the Gulf of Mexico. The Redllp Ble:.n:r.tY, (Op}lioblennius 
atlanticus) ranges from North Carolina southwara"'tin"ti"·i-n1:7o ~the 
Gulf of Mexico. Other species occur off Florida, on offshore 
reefs and oil rigs in the Gulf of Mexico, and along the coast 
of Mexico. 

Blennies are easy to catch with a dip net, though some 
even have been taken on hook and line. They acclimate quickly 
to an aquarium. It is wise, however, to allow artificial sea 
water to circulate and mix for at least 48 hours before 
introducing blennies or any other fishes to the aquarium. The 
fish prefer to hide among overhanging rocks or under shells in 
the aquarium. They soon learn to take food--large flakes of 
canned food; pieces of fish, clam, or squid; brine shrimp 
(live, frozen, or preserved); shrimp; or smaller fishes. Many 
will learn to swim to the surface to grab flakes. These easy 
keepers will last a couple of years with a minimum of care. 

Blennies can be aggressive toward smaller fishes, taking 
nips out of their fins. Be careful about putting small crabs, 
shrimp, or other such animals in the tank; blennies will stalk 
and bully them. Blennies, ~owever, make interesting additions 
to a tank due to their alert appearance and habit of perching 
atop shells, rocks, or other objects, or diving in and out of 
holes. Blennles can learn to watch youl 
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Addresses 

*Bass Pro Shops 
P.O. Box 4046 
Springfield, HO 65808-4046 

*Gander Mountain 
P.O. Box 248 
Wilmot, WI 53192-0248 

*Netcraft 
2800 Tremainsville Rd. 
Toledo, OH 43613 

*REI 
P.O. Box 88125 
Seattle, WA 98138-0125 

*Cabela's 
812 13th Ave. 
Sidney, NE 69160 

*Memphis Net & Twine 
P.O. Box 8331 
Memphis, TN 38108 

*Nylon Net 
P.O. Box 592 
Memphis, TN 38101 

* - Items listed generally found only in spring catalog. 

BLENNIES, cont'd from p. 25 

Blennies lay eggs in nests guarded by the male. Hatching 
takes place in 5-18 days, resulting in larvae that drift in 

. the open water. An aquarist might succeed in raising blennies 
if the difficulties in keeping the larvae could be overcome. 

If you're interested in starting your first tank with 
native marine fish of setting up an educational display, why 
not try a blenny? Easy to catch and keep, these entertaining 
fish can be good pets. 

NANFANEWS, cont'd from p. 22 ••• 

Another Acad. Pr. pub. is Wildlite 
Feeding and Nutrition, covering 
fundamental principles of 
nutrition for nondomesticated and 
nonlaboratory animals. No 
indication whether fish are 
covered. $32.95. 

TIMBER TO BE ZENNED OUT--The 
canyon that inspired Zen and the 
Art of Motorcycle Maintenance is 
scheduled to be logged, according 
to the Concerned Citizens for 
Cottonwood, 13830 Cottonwood 
Canyon, Bozeman, KT 59715. The 
area contains an unpolluted stream 
with great trout fishing. Contact 
them to see what you can do. 

INTL. ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS--The 
Dartmouth Call. Ins. on Canada & 
the U.S. is publishing a journal 
called Intl. Environmental 
Affairs, not restricted to Canada
u.s. probs. For info, write 
University Press of New England, 
17~ Lebanon St., Hanover, NH 
03755. $45/yr for individuals, 
$65 for libraries. 

NOT ANOTHER DIRECTORY--It came to 
our attention that NANFA was not 
listed in the latest Encyclop;dia 
of Associations. The publisher 
has assured us of our re-inclusi 
next time. 
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