BLUE-3POTTID SUNFIsH (PART II)

by

Robert T. Rosen '

In the first issue of the chrchn Currents, I described the
Blue-3potted sunfish and ny experiences ia coliecceinz them from
the wild, I also described my first attempt and success in breeding
them. I would like to t2ll you about iy furthur exveriences with
seven more tank bred generations of ihwese beautiifot dwarf sunfish.

There were sone important truths =2nd I have since lenraned that
there were some bad aguarium tips in oy first article.For example,
it is important, as T 4id write, to start with very small youn
sunfish rather thap the wild adalts. Sut ot was an error o brlnv up
newly hatched fry in = tar "polluted” with tubifex. Hewly hatched
brine shrimp is an idesl {irst food and an open box filter filled
with gravel shoikd be used at all times with the very young fry.At
about three weeks old, <ihewe [ish ca: "z switched to the smaller
tubifex worms that yvouw can senarate oult of the clump you buy at the
store.I also learned an imnovriant 2o on in breeding aguarium fish
from this svpecies and I nov ndhere to it  ish 17 [ish, whether
native or tropical. "hen I 2l my first spawn and subseauent hatch,
I had over two hundred fry. The fry hecame cannibalistic and soon
I had sixteen fish left. After that I 1i ited my sunfish hatches to
tvienty or thirty, ond no cunnabalisn hag naen observed since.
Obviously, it was a machonis» to elivinate overcrowding. It is
imnractcal, in my opinion, for the w~verage aquarist to raise nmore
more than thirty fish of any sonecies.

I also know that dwarf sunfish *w-ve Tea of the habits that

the larger -OECL,J do. I the wiid, for examvle, T have observed that

the Ynneacantbus opecic; senool A xenex:xly spawn in a community

tyroe action. “hen spawning time CONCs, N8 sites in very weed packed

areas.are Blcked by ti=e e Snavming ogcurs Ln one lassive

effort, then the femzles -ro dviven frow the nests until the males

are Larough suarding the Trey. 4t that tie the schoo regroups and
I e 1o tell or unow, this lkind of group

\
el

sviins avay together. oo far oo
action scens to alidnate hwyhiridinatios Tabdzen 7o Inneacanthus
spe01es.

vprons in o~ 0na to one

To date, I h=ve bred 7
d( 715’0"410)

basis, and mostly in 2. “”1101
covered, and kent in ain are AR AN B! evor s I knew I
was going away on vacation for leo dzvs. Prior to this I had put
twenty one fifth generation sunfish in a twenty rallon long acuarium
and started stocking up a supniy o: baby ,jurples in another. On
leaving I fed the Blue-sSpotted sunfich heavily with tubifex, and then
threw in several hundred baby ~unnies. hen I returned and looked
into the tank, the sisht was unre=1l. llundreds and hundreds of free-
swimning fry were every.here-—--includine in the nower filter. I had
missed the community svawn, but I did sec¢ the end results. The adults
must have eaten many too, as thew did tihe baby sunpies,
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I have inbred all my zenerations so far, using the strongest
and :08t agressive of the .iales in zn attempt to rid my fish of
the one trait that would wecp them from bhoeilqy included in 2 gencral
commnity aquarium. This one trait is thelr intense fear of the
aguarium light. By anature, these fish zre = twilight apecies which
venture out only in the early morning and ear]J evening hours. I
have observed that this fear is not »nrevalent in the fry and only
begins to show itself as the fish =noroach sexual matlrlty. The adult
generatioa that I have now seens to h=ve overcome this fear, hut I
mast see whether or not it shows itself with the next few generations.
Inbreeding, of course, has 1its drqwbdc*s. Sy fish now Mave a slight
congenital mouth deTect and the deyree of fertillizmation of the eggs
has fallen bharnly.T"ev are a prOLDiLC svecies , however, so low
vercentage egg hoatches n=zsn't bothered ne yet, For exaanle , last
viinter I had = 1sle who spawned every itan Gays,

I have attempted , without success, to hyoridize the ‘nneacan-
thus species. The latest attemopts with the "Banded" sunfish were
tynical. The two upecles wouldn't nay =zay atitention to each other.

In conclusion, this dvar? suaafish as Haen easy to maintain
and has given me hours otv nleasure. In addition, I have studied and
learned about a »nretty little Fish that Tew peonle have ever
kept.
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