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GOIJJBCTIKG IN MISSOyRX—Part I 

The Osag» System 

By David Lc Hal l ,  Lehmanf Missouri 

X have been catching f i s h  i n  Missouri f o r  arouad three  yea^e. Soma 
people c a l l  t he  s t a t e  & fisher* s paradise* I t  has b$a» suggested t h a t  t h e  
KShow Ms8 s t a t e  would be b e t t e r  aaaed "Land o f  10s000 Str*?fms.R There i s  em 
abundaaca o f  r i v e r s  ̂  streams, b r a n c h y  ts&d ersskg I n  Missouric  

There e re  over 200 species o f  f i s h  found i n  Missouri, «ad t h a t  Bakes i t  
a na tu ra l  f o r  aatives-fish en thus ias t s .  The only th iag  aee&ed t o  c o l l e c t  f i s h  
i s  a r egu la r  f i sh ing  l icense  and co l lec t ing  equxpaeafc^—nst8, sedftes, e t c .  
One aeed ortly follow the  r u l e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  co l lec t ing  b a i t .  

Most everyone has heard o f  the  two Eajor r i v e r s  which flow through the  
"Show MeB s t a t e ,  naiBftly the Missa-uri and the  Miss iss ippi ,  but few ar® 
fami l i a r  with t h e  t h i r d  big r i ?®r f  t he  0eage« This r i v s r  was a thorowghf&re 
f o r  na t i ve  A f r i c a n s  s n d  ea r ly  s e t t l e r s«  I t  was nfeKfhi a f t e r  t h e  t r i b e  which 
l i v e d  s loag i t s  banks who o s l l sd  thessslves  ^Wa-sshs.-shs,* EteanlEgj 13 the  s t rong ."  

The Osage M v s r  b&gixts i n  t h e  F l i a t  H i l l s  o f  &gas>&3s s&d as  i t  ercsesss 
i n t o  Missouri i t  i s  ca l l ed  the  Missis das Oygoes* As the  M«metoa ®ad the  
L i t t l e  Osage Risers  m i t e  with the  Mamis des Gjg&aSj, th@y bacosa© the  Gsaga* 

f i l l s  Qe&ge system i s  horn® f o r  a&n,y i&teres t iag  f i s h ,  boss® o f  which ar® 
found only i n  Missouri o r  t he  OtwkSe Oneurri&g i a  t h e  Ossgo syste® e r e  t h e  
Missouri Saddled; (£t,hoestoa& tetraatmuia) s Slaagua (S« als&gu&e)» Stippled 
(E« ptsacfealatma) » and Bluestrip® Bar te rs ,  a s  well  a s  th® Bleediag Shiner 
(jfotgopis laaiaiamK 

While I havs never co l lec ted  i n  iha  Osag© Ei^s r  i t s e l f t  I hair® co l lec t sd  
i a  Eaany o f  the  t r i b u t a r i e s  o f  t h e  eyeteaeu I liv® very b s e t  t h e  Moreau Elver  
and c o l l  s o t  the re  frequently* t h e  most aceefssibl© spot t o  c o l l e c t  i s  th© 
StriRgtoMi Bridge looses  about 10 s i l e s  w&st o f  Je f fa rson  C i ty  o f f  o f  Route C» 
I t  i s  her® th&t X h&v© col lec ted  t h e  ME Orengethroat (Etheostoast s.« SgsaMblls)# 
Johnny ( J .  slgrtua). F sn t a i l  (£»' f labs l la r j i )„  Ho, Saddled (JU fctfcEMSHJI®)* 
Green s ide  (£» blesmioides) t arid SXendorfeead (Per  cine. phoxooeph&la) d a r t e r s ,  
ae well a s  the Os&rk Logp^rch (Pers ian  .&&nza&&a ^ The Moreau 
a l s o  i s  horn© t o  t h e  Slender Madtos f Unturae a x i l l a ) f  the  Rosyfaes Shinsr  
(Hotropin rube l lua ) ,  th© Eluatnose &irni»w (PUaaphsl^s aofr&fotg) r and the  Sucker-
south Minnow (Phenaooblus mirabl l i s )  * I h a w  a l so  observed Chestnut Lsspreys 
(IchthycayaoB essatavteug) i n  s epaxmtog p i t  s h i l s  s«iaing f o r  d a r t e r s  on t h e  
Korean. 

The Mariee River i s  about & thir ty«siaut© drive fro® s y  home, sad I ha-?® 
been the re  manv timesP The Maries horns t> the Bleeding Shiner (Notropis 
aoaatus)« the  O^ark Minaow (Si2M^ .IMM-ig) J t h e  Pla ins  Topiaitmow (E^xdulytg 
sciadicus) s t he  Kort-hem Stxidfish (£uadsiijis. c&isa&i&s), t he  Blaokspotted 
Topninnow (JU al lmo^us)  s t h e  Kiangaa D s r t s r  (F îhsSEi&Mgt aiSSfiyag) > the  Banded 
Darter (E, soaale) s sad th» Nor t h e m  H o g m o k e r  (Eypsatsllua o L g g i m m )  * The 
a rea  #ier© I go t o  c o l l e c t  c m  t he  Msaries i e  c&lled th« Drc Benaurd Baras 
Access o f  Highvf&y 63, soatlteast o f  J^ f f s r son  Ci ty ,  The Big Tavern Gr&ek sad 
Sal iae  Creek a reas  provide KSfiy o f  th® s m e  species & a  the  MerieBt sad t h e  
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1 A  • 

MISSOURI SADDLE BARTER 
( E t h e o s t o m a  t e t r a z o n u m )  

— d r a w i n g  b y  Dav id  L .  H a l l  

Sal ine Creek Wildl i fe  Area i s  excel lent  f o r  co l l ec t ing .  The water i n  t h i s  
a rea  has aaxinua depth o f  about four  f e e t  and t h e  water i s  usua l ly  d e a r .  
The Sal ine  Creek Wildl i fe  Area i s  near  Eldon, Missouri, a t h i r t y - s i n u t e  drir® 
south o f  Je f fe r son  C i ty .  

The L i t t l e  Biangaa River  i a  home f o r  the  ORark Sculpin I Coitus hypselurus) 
and the Rainbow Darter (Ethaostoma caeruleum). I have co l lec ted  f r c m  branches 
o f  t h e  L i t t l e  Hiangua. The a r ea  t h a t  I go t o ' i s  t he  Twin Forks S t a t e  F o r e s t ,  
south o f  t h e  Lake o f  t h e  Osarks o f f  Highway 7 .  

These a r e  j u s t  a few o f  t h e  very access ib le  places t o  c o l l e c t  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  I c a l l  home* Those o f  you i&o have never been t o  Missouri o r  f i shed  
i n  any o f  i t s  streams a r e  i n  f o r  a t r e a t .  Col lect ing i n  Missouri—Show Me 
Any Be t te r  I 

sss www 

NOTE: NIANGUA DARTER FEDERALLY LISTED AS THREATENED. I t  would  
b e  c o l l e c t i b l e  u n d e r  a s t a t e  o f  M i s s o u r i  c o l l e c t i n g  p e r m i t ,  
t h o u g h  p o s s i b l y  w i t h  some o t h e r  c o n t i n g e n c i e s . — E d »  

P r o p o s e d  a s  T h r e a t e n e d i  L i t t l e  C o l o r a d o  S p i n e d a c e ,  Lepldomeda 
v i t t a t a .  f o u n d  I n  A r i z .  L i s t e d  a s  B n d a n g e r e d ?  Modoc S u c k e r  
(Oa tos tomua  m i c r o p s ) «  f o u n d  I n  Q a l .  L i s t e d  a s  T h r e a t e n e d !  
H u t t o n  T u l  Qhub ( G i l a  b l c o l o r ) .  f o u n d  i n  Oregon? ^Fosket t  S p e c k l e d  
Dace ( S h l n i c h t h y s  QBCUIUS subspec ies—NOTE:  Not  R .  o . ,  o n l y  t h i s  
s u b s p e c i e s ,  f o u n d  i n  Lake  C o u n t y ,  O r e . ) ;  B i g  S p r i n g  S p i n e d a c e  
(Lepldomeda m o l l l s p l n l s  p r a t e n s j s ) .  f o u n d  i n  N e v a d a ;  N i a n g u a  
D a r t e r ,  a s  n o t e d  a b o v e .  S p e c i e s  l i s t e d  a s  T h r e a t e n e d  c a n  u s u a l l y  
b e  coHeo ted  u n d e r  a s t a t e  s c i e n t i f i c  c o l l e c t i n g  p e r m i t ,  p e r h a p s  
w i t h  s p e c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  S p e c i e s  l i s t e d  f e d e r a l l y  a s  E n d a n g e r e d  
c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  o n l y  b e  c o l l e c t e d  w i t h  a p p r o v a l  o f  f e d .  E n d .  S p .  O f f .  

OTHER REPENT FEDERAL LISTINGS 
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