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COLLECTIEG IR MISSOURI-wPart I
The Osage System

By David s Hall, Lohman, Bissowri

I have been catching fish in Missouri for around three years, Soms
people call the strte & fisherts pavedise. It has besn suggested that the
®Show Me® state would be beoiter named ®Land of 10,000 Streams.® There is an
sbundance of rivers, stresms, brenches; and creeke in Kissouri.

There sre over 200 species of fish found in Hissowri, énd that makes it
& natural for native-fish enthuriesta. The only thing ueeded to collect fish
is a regular fishing license and cellecting equipment--nsts, seines, ste.
One need only follow the rulss of the stste for ccllecting bait.

Kost everyone has heard of the two major rivers which flow through the
"Show MeF state, nwmpely the Misscourl and the Eississippi, bui fer are )
famiiier with the third big river, the Osage. This river was s thopoughfare
for native Amsricmns and early settlers. It wes nemesd after the tribe which
lived slong its benks eho cglled themsalves *Ha~zha-ghs,® mesning, Wihe sirong.®

The Osage River begins in the Flint Hills of Kenoas, end &s it croeses
into Missouwri it fs-called the ¥aruis des Cypnes. As the Hermaton eng ths
Little Qsage Rivers unite with the Harals des Cywnes, thay becoms the Osage. |

This Qssge aystes is homs for many ianteresting fish, soxe of which are
found only in Hisgeuvri or the Orerks. Oscurring in the Ozage system are the
¥issourl Saddled. (Etheostome ‘tetrazonunj, Bisngea (E. nisoguse), Stippled

(E. punctulatun), and Blusstrips Derters, as well as the Bleeding Shiner
(Kot zonatus) «

¥hile I have nevsr collected in thse Osage River itself; I havs collected

in many of the tribumterdes of the system. I lives very neax the Rorseu River
and collsat there frequently. The most sccessible spot to cellest is the
Stringtosn Bridge 4ccess sbout 10 miles wast of Jefferson City off of Route C.
It is here thet I have collected the RE Orangsthrost (Etheostomn s, sSpogbsbils),
Johnny (E. pigrum), Fantail (E. flabellare), Ho. Saddled (¥. helrazomum).
Greenside (E. bleanioides), and Slenderhessd {Percing phoxscephals} darters,
ae well &8 the Osark Logperch (Percins ssproges Sulyitaenin). The Norsau
also i= home to the Slender Hadtom (Raturps exilis), the Rosyface Shiner
(Hotropis wabellus), the Bluntnose Mimnow (Pimephsles wotsfus), aud the Sucker-
mouth Minnow (Phepacobius mirabilis). I have glso observed Chestnut Lempreys

chthyemyzon caataneus) in & spawning pit while seining for durters on the

Borean.

The Masries River is about & thirty-sinute drive from my home, and I have
been there many times. The Haries is homs % the Bleeding Shiner (Notropls
gonistus) , the Ozark Mimnow (Dionda mubilae}, the Plains Topminnow (Pundulus
Bcladicug), the Borthers Studfish (Fundelns cstenning), the Blackspotied
Tepminnow (Fe glivecsus), the Fiangus Darter (Eiheostonms nlsaguss), the Banded
Darter (E. gonelej, and the Northern Hogsucker (Hypantelium nigricans). The
ares where I go to collset on the Huries is cslled the Dr. Bernard Barns
hccess of Highwey 63, southeast of Jeffersen City. The Big Tevern Oreek and
Seline Creek mroas provide msay of the same species ap the Yeries, and the
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MISSOURI SADILE DARTER
(Btheostoma tetrazonum)

--drawing by David L. Hall

Saline Creek Wildlife Area is excellent for collecting. The water in this
arsa has maximum depth of about four feet and the weter is usually clear.

The Saline Creek Wildlife Area is near Eldon, Missouwri, 8 thirty-minute drive
south of Jefferson City.

The Little Niangua River is home for the Ogark Sculpin (Coitus hypaslurus)
and the Rainbow Darter (Eihaostoms cmeruleum). I have collected from branches
of the Little Nieangus, The area that I go to'ias the Twin Forks State Forest,
south of the Lake of the Ozarks off Highway 7.

These are just a few of the very accessible places to collect in the
state I call home. Those of you who have never been to Missouri or fished

in any of its streams are in for a treat. Collecting in Missourl—Show Me
Any Betteri

#ié

NOTE: NIANGUA DARTER FEDERALLY LISTED AS THREATENED. It would
be collectible under a gtate of Missourl collecting permit,
though posslbly with some other contingencies.--Ed,

OTHER RECENT FEDERAL LISTINGS
grogosed ag Threateneds Little Ooclorado Spinedace, Lepldomeda
vittata, found in Ariz, s Rndangereds Modoc Sucker

Listed a %
(Catostomug microps), found in 0al, Llsted as Threatened!:
ube %

Hut¥on Tul Chub (Gilsa ch;lgﬁ) found in Oregon; Foskett Speckled
Dace {Rainichih gculus su sﬁecies--NOTE: Not’R. ¢., only this

subgpecies, found in Lake County, Ore,.); Blg Spring Spinedace
(Lepidomedsa mol%isginis ratensis), found in Nevadaj Niangus
Darver, asg noled above., 3pecles listed ag Threatened can usually
be collected under a state scilentific collecting permit, perhaps

with speclal arrangements., Specles listed federally as Endangered

could probably only be collected with approval of fed. End. Sp. Off.
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