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JHAT ABQUT THE OTHER MUDMINNOW? The Zurcopesn Dogfish
(Umbra krameri)

by Vernon B. Hunt,lpartsmouth s, England

Mudminnows are a cult% item, Once %the aguariet has

kept the Eastern Mudminnow and the Central Mudmlnnow,
he lusis for the Olymplc--hard to find, requiring

a state permit--or even the Alaska Blackfish, Dallls
pectoralls. There's another mudmlnnow, of course,
found in Central & BEastern Eurcpe. NANPA udminnow
fanatics have been trying desperately to cobhiain 1%,
What's 1t 1ike? M

The EBuropeasn Dogfish is a native of CGentral Europe and
is found in small numbers in the peat bogs and reed bogs
of the Middle and ILower Danube systems and lowsr Dneilster.
It is called the Ribahal in Hungary, the country mostiy
assoclated with this species. :

It appears that the Dogfish prefers soft, acid water.
As a result, it may be advisable that aquarists in hardwater
areas make the necessary adjustments im thelr aguarium
water ln order %o breed the specles successfully. On the
other hand, ‘American aquarisis have managed %o breed the ’
Eastern Mudminnow (Umbre pysmaea) of the U.S, Atlaniic Coastal
Plain in hard, alkaline water, even though 1%, like its European
couslin, orlginates in soft, acld, peaty water., Moreovsr,
in the area of Portsmouth, Englsnd, where the hard, chalky
water approaches 350 ppm, I have on two separake occasions
successfully induced spawning; however, on nelther ocecasion
did any fry hatch.

The Dogfish 1s ready to spawn in early spring. The malem-—
never greater than 33" long) gyrates its body in ""S" movements

in front of the female, a much larger fish (5%-6" long fully
grown). The female follows the male's lead, and after a while,

the palr disappear into a funnelled thicket of water plantg
(prepared by the female) for spawning. After the spawning

has taken place, the male is driven out and the female tskes

sole responsibility of guarding the nest, malntaining 1%,

and looklng after the youngsters when they hatch. Woe betide

any flsh that venturs too near. A female Dogfish can do
conslderable damage; indeed, the ferocity with which the

Dogfish strikes is not limited to the breeding season. I

have kept them with sunfishes, and in the course of arguments

over feod, there has been real trouble. They coil and gtrike almost
as snakes do. If a sunfish was unlucky encugh to receive %the

full force of the impact, an ugly wound would result. I lost

two Rpck Bass that way.
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there 1s 1ittle to choose between the sexes, though there 1s
supposed %o be a pronounced reddish 1line in the area where

the lateral line would normally be; in this specles no lateral
line exists. This color characterisiic, however, has never
been apparent in any of my charges.

The Dogfish, as opposed to some beliefs, is tremendously
hardy. .. It tolerates extremes in temperatures and is quite
capable of surviving in conditions which would be fatal %o
most other sRecies; I had three large females in a %ank that
was 129"x8"x8", During my absence from home for a vweek, one
of them, for no apparent reason, died. Wnen I at long lasi
discovered the bereavement, the smell emanating from the
aguarlum was enough %o turn my stomach. Fearing the worst,

I picked up a net to fish out the bodles. It HTurned outv %o

be quite d4ifficult to catch the two remalning fishes; they
vere as lively as crickets. The secret to thelr survival was
the speciea' possession of an accessory air-breathing system
in theilr bodies. It is therefore totally unnecesaary to keep
- this specles ynder artificlal aeration or filtration. This
fish seems to revel in dirty conditions. Provided the Dogfish
1s housed in a failrly well planted tank with a limited amount
of sunlight, therse should be no problems at all. One great
advantage the Dogfish has 1s resisbtance to disease. On the
other hand, it may generally have & shori 1ife span, bul

I would not be surprised by flve years or a 1little more.

On the subject of feeding, I feel it necessary to warn
any would-be Dogfish snihusiast that the dlet i1s a completely .
carnivorous one, The bigger the 1live moresel, 1t seems,
the better the Dogfish likes lt--alive of course. It readily
eats earthworms and any aquatic lnsects and worms. The statlon
in the aquarlum dogs not matter--top, midwater, or hottom,
though it prefers the bottou.

The troubls with the Dogfish as a feeder in the aquarium
1s that 1% tends t9 "study" its prey before it attacks. As
a conssquence, a Pumpkinseed Sunflsh or other aggressive feeder
dlves in and snatches the food from under the Dogfish's nose.
The Dogfish's reaction o such a liberty is often quick and
the offending sunfish recelves a bite. A good salternative
dlet 1s the blow fly, which ig readily taken at the surface.

The Dogfish gets 1ts name from the alternate paddling
movements of its pectoral and pelvic fins when i1t 1is gtationary
in mld-water, reminiscent of a dog paddling.

Thus concludes my observatlons of the European Dogfish,
European Mudminnow, Hundfish, or Ribahal, whichever way one
wishes %o name 1%, It is a fish best kept by itself, as you
no doubt will have pbservsed.
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