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Fundulus similis 

by William Ballard, Fairhope, Alabama 

Full¢1_!-ll'-:ls s..i.!!!L!_i_~ is a large brackish-water killifish 
commonly found in bays, bayous, and tide pools from eastern 
Florida and the Gulf Coast as far south as Tampico, Mexico. 
It reaches six inches in lenqth. The fish is very 
streamlined, with a rather thin body and a long, pointed 
nose. 

Typical colors are a tan to light gray back with a 
liqhter line on the back behind the head. The sides are 
white or liqht tan, with conspicuous black vertical 
stripes. On females and juveniles, these stripes may be 
faint or incomplete; and on very old fish, they may be 
absent altogether. The belly is white. On females and 
juveniles, fins are clear except for a black spot on the 
dorsal and possibly a liqht qray tail border. Males have 
grayish dorsal and anal fins, and qray to gray-qreen tails 
with black borders. There is also a darker spot on the gill 
covPr which may be qravish oranqe or liqht oranqe. 

When matinq, the males become truly spectacular. The 
bodv and dorsal and fins become dark qray. The tail is 
chartreuse with a black border. The spot on the qill cover 
is briqht orange, and a black spot forms just behind the 
gill cover. Unfortunately, these colors persist only during 
courtship and quickly fade when mating ends. If a mating 
male is captured, the colors will fade within five minutes. 
I have never succeeded in getting a captive male to display 
the mating colors. Perhaps my tank (29 gals.) was simply 
too small. 

In nature, F~. ~imi],j__e frequents sandy, shallow areas, 
usually in the vicinity of marsh qrass and sand bars. 
Sandy, shallow tide pools are also to their liking. Mating 
likely takes place in shallow water near reeds, since this 
is where briqht males are most often seen. In winter, these 
fish are seldom seen. I think they retreat to deeper water. 

F. similis requires considerable salinity, and, I 
believe, rather moderate temperatures to survive. I have 
noticed that after severely heavy rains or abnormally cold 
winters. the local ~Jmilis population declines. 

F. similis is a fast swimmer. It covers a larqer area 
in foraqinq in the wild than do many other killies. If 
terrified, it often burrows into the sand. 
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These fish survive captivity fairly well, but never 
seem to adjust totally to it. Larger tanks might solve this 
problem. 

Although willing to eat flake food or pieces of meat, 
F. similis has an unusual way of feeding in nature. The 
fish-pQ~their noses in the sand and root around, expelling 
sand from their qill covers as they qo. I believe they are 
straininq orqanisms from the sand. 

NEW LIVE FOOD SOURCE 

Tropic Tank Ta_lk, published by the Greater Detroit 
Aquarium Society, reprinted a page from a publication called 
Habitat News describing a new "water flea" in the Great 
Lakes. Bythotrephes cederstroemi is a cladoceran native to 
European freshwater lakes. Means of transport to the Great 
Lakes are unknown. A sketch of the animal is hard to 
believe--it looks like a skeletal hand and forearm, no 
indication of where the eyes are. It has a body length of 
1/16-l/8" with a tail 1/4-3/8". Fish eat.it. It may be 
found in profusion in places, forming gobs on fishing lines 
and cables. Existence of a live-food source can lead to a 
boom in fish culture. It sounds as though someone could 
collect this stuff and sell it by the gob, ounce, or 
whatever. 1 Also, see article Of)~er ioda~bn ia, elsewhere 
this issue.) 

Nh~FANEWS, cont'd from p. 8 

TWO _N.bTLVE_~~-T_I CLES ___ :U:i 
FEBRUARY, ONE IN MARCH, 
Freshwater & Ma~ine Aquarium-
In February, the first was 
"Spawning the Green Sunfish" 
by Fred Hamilton "with" John 
Schott. The second was 
"Freshwater Flounders?!!" by 
Justin Starinchuk, Aquaculture 
Lab Manager, Florida Inst. of 
Technology. We've sent an 
application to Mr. 
Starinchuk. If anyone knows 
Messrs. Hamilton & Schott, 
sign 'em up. 

Hogchokers and other 
flounders are incredibly neat 
fish! 

The March issue was 
virtually a Bill Kenney 
special. The Massachusetts 
NANFA member had articles 
onthe varieties of 

sticklebacks and various 
tropical killies. In the 
former, he was kind enough to 
mention NANFA, and his 
interest in all kinds of 
natives is evident throughout 
the article. 

FAMA deserves our thanks 
for their attention to 
natives. Indeed, TFH has also 
illustrated and covered 
natives in recent issues, 
though not in feature 
articles. Let's hope their 
coverage of natives continues. 




