.Matillg Dance of the

BLlJNTNOSE DACE

. by RAYMOND KA'l'ULA

Below ~ house there is a big slough where I collect small Rainbow
])a.rters,:itheostoma oaeruleum, Perch, Perea flavescens,Sunny llaclttom•s,
and one species of minnow - the Bluntness lli.nnow,!:imephales notatus.
One inte~sting feature this minnow has is its mating dance. The male
changes his ~lor fram silver, with a stripe down its side to a bluish
irredescence.
.
Late Spri.Dg is the tiae when you can eXpect to find these fish at
Bature' a taalt of breeding. They lay their eggs on the underside of a rock
during Ka7 and June. Here is how I prooured my eggs 1
I set up pieces ot
slate on the side of rocka,ohecking them daily, and removing those' tl"'t' aad
eggs on them. Taking the alate ha.e,I placed it in • large aquariUil with an
airatone near the eggs to keeJ ~gea oi!'otllati.Dg. over:;thea.
As I stated before, these Pimephales notatus have an interesting mating
dance. The male picks a rock to lay the eggs on, cleaning off all algae and
dirt. HaTing cleaned the rook,he waits for a female to come by. When a
feaale closes in, he begins circling her while nudging her over to the roak
where they commence spaWDing. A:f'ter spawning, the male chases the female
awa,-. He now guards the eggs during their incubation. Three days later,
the eggs begin to hatch. Rarely does the fish care for the fr,r,although I
did observe them (in the wild) lo,-allly herd them.
These fish are such eager breeders,that one day while wading after
clasa, JJ.'3 shoe was at such an angle, that a pair of P.notatuarCSM uder
it and began spawning on them. It was impossible to save these eggs, but
I got a ver.y good harvest that day. I reocomend these fish to the novice
native fiah breeder. The,- are small,frisky, and ver.y eaar ~o breed.
A:OOtn' THi ATJl'HOR
Ray is an avid beginner in natives.

While only 13 years old,he has bred
many of them, and is anxious to spread
his limited knowledge of them. He has
kept fish for only two years and is
alrea41' on his way to becoming an
aquarist who is dedicated to his hobby.
He has 8 tanks set up,presently,
which contains an assortment of
American fish fed on live and frozen foods. Using both undergra~l
and outside filters helps Ra,- keep
his fish in good health.
:rceep up the good work, Ra,- •
(You don•t need an eduoatioaal institute to correct or judge a willing
worker).
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