-12-

i

MINNOW TRAPS: A Native-Fisn Oollector's Best Friend

by John Ben Williams, Carthage, Texas

I .discovered, purchassed, and tried my first minnow trap
several years ago. The minnow trap that I bought then, and
continue %o use today, is %the Ges's Improved Wire Minnow Trap ..:
manufactured by Cuba Speclaliy Manufacturing Co., Flllmore, N.T..
hese minnow traps come 1n two halves which connect in the ‘
widdle to form an oblong trap measuring approximately 16" long
and 9" deep. There are alsc 18" extensions that are availlable to fit
between the two halves to make & longer trap. On each end of
the minnow trap 1s a funnel %to help direct the fish in. This .
funnel can be enlarged or enclosed, depending on the size of
fish a person wlshes %o catch. o :

After many years of success and failire in using minnow
traps, I would like %o pass along the inowledge that I have
obtained %o those who might be interested in trying this tested
method of collecting native fish. : B -

JUESTION s Where can I purchage a minnow tragé

Most sporting-goods and tackle shops carry varlous klnds
of fish traps. Any other store that carries fishing tackle
might carry winnow traps too. I have found 1% best %o shop
around, for the prices vary greatly from :store to store.

gﬁEST;Qg: How do I anchgr my m;nngﬂ-tréﬁ§?

The fastener, which holds the two halves of the minnow
trap together, has a hole in one end to attach a rope. I
personally buy 25' polypropylene rope %o tle my mlaonow traps
%o the bank. I have used shorter roped in the past, and have
been unable %o check or retrieve the traps.for long periods of
time when the creeks rise and the water 1s slow about golng
down. The 25' rope alleviates the problem and can be tied
gshorter 1f the need srises. ' T

QUBSTION: What do I use for bailh?

The manufacturer suggests that you use dry crackers,
dough balls, or weat. I have tried many things, and these
three work best for me: '

1. earthworms;
2. crawfish talls; and
3. potted meat.

The eartnworms are dug onr the farm and placed in nylon

filter bags obtalned at a pet shop. The crawflsh are caught
in the traps almost daily, and the talls are stripped and

placed back in the traps. The potted meat is purchaesed at
a grocery store, and a half-dozen holes are punched with a thumbitack

American Currents June 1986 Vol 12 No'5


Kon
Typewritten Text
American Currents June 1986 Vol 12 No 5


, -13-
In each gide of the small ean. (Small holes are necessary
because larger holes will allow the potted meat %o wash oufb
too easily. The earthworms are changed every week, the
crawfish daily, and the potted meat once a month.

SUESTION : When do I out my minnow braps out?

I keep mine out year-round, 4 wire minnow trap in -con- -
Tinuous use will last approximately one year. Bach January
I purchase new minnow traps to replace the cld ones. The wost
productive time of year for me in Bast Texas 1s dJanuary through
April. More fish are caught after a good rain and rise 1n the
water level than at any other time,

QUESTION: Where do I vlace my mimnow iravs? -

The creeks of East Texas are joined by many spaller streams.
The fish come upstream in the spring and vranch out into these
smaller streams. I have found the best locatlon for my minnow
traps to be up these smaller streams at natural barriers and
congregating areas such as: culverts, slight waterfalls, dseep
pools, below beaver dams, and in overflow ditcnes. Mlnnow traps
can also be used in ponds, lakes, and large creeks and rivers.

QUESTION : How often do I check the minnew %raps?

As often .ag possible. I check mine every day that 1 can.
It is important to check the minnow traps often for several
reasonss

1. Trapees figure out in time how to get out.

2. Larger fish may eat or kill smaller ones.

3., Large crawfish can cut up and ki1l the fish.

4, A drop 1ln water level can leave youlr trap
hign and dry,

JQUESTION: Arg there any laws affecting minnow traps?

It 1s important to check on and abide by the regulstlons
in your state or area. Some speciles are protected by law and
require special permits %o collect them. Further,there may
Wwell be laws and regulations speciflcally pertaining %o minnow
traps—-for instance, requiring name-and-address %2gs on traps
remote from the user or left overnight in the water. So,
before using your minnow trap, check on the laws and regulatlions
that affect you.

The minnow trap has truly been this native-fish collector's
best friend in obtaining a large varlety and number of native
fish and other underwater 1ife. Minnow traps are easy to malntailn,
produce good results, and create a great deal of exclitement as
you check to see what each day's trapplng brings.

TABLE FOLLOWS
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TABLE I.
?1SH THat - RECORDS

JAN., =~ APK..

1986
NAME .  Jan. Feb. mar.
1. Slough darter 5 7
(Etheostoma gracile)
2. Goldstripe darter , 18 2
(Ltheostoma parvipinne)
3. ked-fin darter ‘ 5 3
{(Etheostoma Whippiei) '
4, P'irate perch } 35 49 6
(Aphredoderus sayanus) ' . A )
5. Lake chubsucker - 1 -3
(Erimyzon sucetta) :
6. Blackspotted topminnow . 2 , 1T 2
(Fundulus olivaceous) . ' |
7. Mosquito fish 2
(Gambusia affinis)
8, Golden shinerx ' 2
(Notemigonus éryéoleucéé)- '
9, Pugnose minnow 1
(Notropis emiliae)
10, Ribbon shiner 6 . 6
{Notropis fumeus) '
1, Red shiner ' 5 2
‘Notropis lutrensis) ,
12, Green sunfish L 19 - 8 - 7
‘Lepomis cyanellus) ’
%. .Goggle-eye Sunfish# 1 2
‘Lepomis gulosus)
4, Crange-spotted sunfish g 5
‘Lepomis humilig) | '
5. Bluegill sunfish g
Lepomis macrochirus)
6. Longear sunfish 1 2

Lepomis megalotis)

#Also called Warmouth,
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NAME Jan, ¥eb, Mar, ADT.

17. Urass pickerel , i

(bsox americanus vermiculatus)

15, Black bullhead 2 6 6
(lectalurus melas)

19, Yellow bullhead 3
(Ictalurus natalis)

[A]

20, Tadpole madtom 6 1 4
(Noturus gyrinus) )

1. Three-toed amphiuma 2 1

(Amphiuma tridactylum)

22, Gulf coast waterdog 2 1 1 4
(Necturus beyeri) | '
2%, l.esser siren 2
(Siren intermedia)

N

As mentioned in the urticle asgociated with this table,
the production of the minnow traps is very much tied to the
amount of rainfall which occurs. This spring has been an
exceptlionally dry one, and has thus limited the productlon
of the traps %o a much lower level than has been the case
‘in the past during these same months. Nevertheless, this
1ist clearly shows the greate diversity of fishes and other
underwater 1lfe that can be obtained by using a minnow trap.
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