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SETTING UP A NATIVE FISH & PLANT COLLECTING TRIP 

by  Robert J .  G o l d s t e i n ,  R a l e i g h ,  NC 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

Many c l u b s  s e t  up c o l l e c t i n g  t r i p s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  the  
s p r i n g  f o r  freshwater  f i s h e s  and i n  the  l a t e  summer f o r  marines .  
Sometimes t r i p s  are spur-of-the-moment e v e n t s ,  but u s u a l l y  
t h e  b e s t  ones are c a r e f u l l y  planned.  Having been on many 
t r i p s ,  wi th  a l l  k inds  o f  g o a l s ,  a l l  over  the Uni ted  S t a t e s  
and e l sewhere ,  I dec ided  t o  put  i n  one p l a c e  a c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  jobs ,  equipment, p l a n s ,  approaches,  e t c .  which, i n  my 
view,  w i l l  make a c lub t r i p  a l o t  more fun,  g e t  more p a r 
t i c i p a n t s ,  and i n c r e a s e  i n t e r e s t  and a r t i c l e s  on n a t i v e s .  

Groups o f  NANFA members i n  a g i v e n  area  could put  on 
a t r i p .  J u s t  use  the  membership r o s t e r s  pub l i shed  from 
time t o  t ime i n  American Currents,  and ask  the  Treasurer  
o r  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  any r e c e n t  a d d i t i o n s .  

C lo th ing  

I f  you th ink t h i s  i s  too  obvious  t o  w r i t e  about ,  then  
you w e r e n ' t  on the  marine f i e l d  t r i p  wi th  me where one 
woman showed up wearing h igh  h e e l s .  .Clothing should be 
s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  extremes o f  t h e  season .  That means, i n  
e a r l y  s p r i n g ,  sweaters  and heavy o u t e r  c l o t h i n g  t h a t  
can be r e a d i l y  removed a s  t h e  day and t h e  c o l l e c t o r  both 
warm up. 

The b e s t  foo twear  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a p a i r  o f  t e n n i s ,  
jogg ing ,  or  a t h l e t i c  shoes  o f  s o f t  m a t e r i a l  and rubber 
bottoms. Socks ,whi l e  appearing r a t h e r  s i l l y  when wet ,  
h e l p  guard your f e e t  from abras ion  by t i n y  rocks  and sharp 
b i t s  o f  wood. You'd be amazed what mud c o n t a i n s ,  and how 
your f e e t  won't  be scoured by sand i f  you wear s o c k s .  For 
persons  who want t o  b r i n g  a long  b o o t s ,  I recommend h i p  
waders ,but  not  c h e s t  waders. Hip waders are good f o r  w i n t e r  
c o l l e c t i n g  i n  f r i g i d  ( i c y )  water .  Chest waders are  drowning 
a c c i d e n t s  j u s t  w a i t i n g  t o  happen. They are dangerous, bulky,  
and i n t e r f e r e  with c o l l e c t i n g .  They are  not  made f o r  
bending down, whereas h i p  b o o t s  are  f l e x i b l e .  I f  you th ink  
you can wear some o ther  kind o f  boot  t o  avo id  g e t t i n g  wet ,  
f o r g e t  i t .  The purpose o f  b o o t s  i s  no t  t o  keep you dry,  
but  t o  keep you warm. Water w i l l  g e t  i n s i d e  h i p  b o o t s  
(you always go j u s t  a l i t t l e  t o o  d e e p ) , b u t  the  body h e a t  
w i l l  be r e a t i n e d .  Carry a l o n g  a bath towel  and e x t r a  
dry socks  f o r  changing i n  the car.  Chest waders,  on t h e  
o t h e r  hand, can f i l l  up wi th  water  and h o l d  you u n d e r , e s p e 
c i a l l y  i n  a current .  They are n o t  made f o r  anything  o t h e r  
than f i s h i n g  i n  a sp lash  zone, so d o n ' t  use  them f o r  g o i n g  
i n t o  the  water .  
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A c c e s s o r i e s  * 

P o l a r i z e d  s u n g l a s s e s  are  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  when c o l l e c t i n g  
f i s h e s ,  and can save  you a headache on a sunny day. T i e  
a s t r i n g  around t h e  t i p s  so  t h e y  won' t  be l o s t  i f  t h e y  
s l i p  o f f  your n o s e .  The s t r i n g  w i l l  h o l d  them around your 
neck.  

I n s e c t  r e p e l l e n t s  today r e a l l y  work, e s p e c i a l l y  i f  
they  c o n t a i n  c l o s e  t o  100% DEET. Check f o r  DEET-containing 
l i q u i d  r e p e l l e n t s  ( n o t  sprays)  a t  spor t ing -goods  s t o r e s .  
The m a t e r i a l  can s m e l l  p r e t t y  rank, but  i t  w i l l  keep o f f  
mosqui tos ,  b i t i n g  f l i e s ,  and t i c k s .  Put i t  everywhere,  
a s  some o f  t h o s e  bugs can be p r e t t y  good a t  f i n d i n g  t h a t  
c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  your back where you missed ,  w h i l e  many 
b i t i n g  f l i e s  and mosquitos  seem t o  p r e f e r  a n k l e s .  

Windex or a s i m i l a r  ammonia-water compound i s  e x c e l l e n t  
f o r  a l l  k inds  o f  r a s h e s  and b i t e s .  I t  works on bee s t i n g s ,  
j e l l y f i s h  s t i n g s ,  c a t e r p i l l a r  and p o i s o n - i v y  r a s h e s ,  and 

many o t h e r  k inds  o f  i r r i t a t i o n s .  

Dish t o w e l s  have a s  many u s e s  a s  you have problems,  
and never are  wasted.  Carry s e v e r a l  on any t r i p .  

Containers  

An un l ined  styrofoam f i s h  box i s  s u p e r i o r  t o  a p l a s t i c  
p a i l  or c o o l e r ,  i n  t h a t  t h e  foam a l l o w s  t h e  water  t o  exchange 
g a s s e s ,  w h i l e  a s o l i d  p l a s t i c  does n o t .  The o n l y  r e a s o n  
t o  l i n e  your f i s h  box with a b i g  p l a s t i c  bag i s  t o  a v o i d  
s p l a s h i n g , b u t  a good cover  w i l l  accomplish p r e t t y  much t h e  
same. Check a l l  boxes  and covers  be fore  the  t r i p ,  no t  when 
you are out  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  P l a s t i c  bags are u s e f u l  f o r  s e p a r a t 
i n g  s p e c i f i c  small  f i s h  t h a t  might be e a t e n ,  g r a s s  shrimp 
(which w i l l  be e a t e n ) ,  s n a i l s ,  o r  unusual s i n g l e  specimens 
t h a t  might o therwise  be l o s t .  Don't  f o r g e t  rubber bands. 
Take a long  a whole package o f  bands from t h e  dime s t o r e ,  
r a t h e r  than o l d  ones or  j u s t  t h e  r i g h t  number f o r  t h e  
number o f  bags .  I f  you can b r i n g  a long  a s t a c k  o f  bags ,  
s o  much the  b e t t e r .  My own p r e f e r e n c e  ( i t  c o s t s  more) i s  
t o  b r i n g  a l o n g  a couple o f  boxes  o f  Z i p - l o c  Storage  Bags, 
i n  d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s .  I use  t h e  quart  and g a l l o n  s i z e s , b u t  
d o n ' t  bother  wi th  t h e  heavy-duty  (and c o s t l i e r )  f r e e z e r  
bags .  A l so  carry a l o n g  some b i g  t r a s h  bags ( 3  m i l )  and 
t i e s .  You never know what you w i l l  f i n d .  They a r e  a l s o  
v a l u a b l e  f o r  t r a n s p o r t i n g  g i a n t  p l a n t s ,  such a s  t w o - f o o t -
l o n g  S a g i t t a r i a  wi th  about a g a l l o n ' s  worth o f  mud f o r  t h e  
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ne+e t h a t  h L  + a l s o . ^ e . u s e d  f o r  e n c l o s i n g  your b i g  d i p  
l n "  J f  ? , g 0  m u ? l d e  t h e  c a r  b e c a u s e  "they are  t o o  t h e  T h l s  W l 1 1  p r o t e c t  your u p h o l s t e r y ,  
and^be a p p r e c i a t e d  by the  b a c k - s e a t  r i d e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  
you ve been c o l l e c t i n g  i n  a muddy area .  F i n a l l y ,  you can 

c l o t h e s  i n  them,or e n c l o s e  l a r g e  numbers o f  
o t h e r  p l a s t i c  bags ,  and n o t  worry i f  one o r  two o f  them 
l e a k .  For overn ight  t r i p s ,  I recommend each person  p u t  
h i s  c l o t h i n g ,  t o i l e t r i e s ,  e t c . .  i n t o  one o f  t h e s e  bags .  
I t ' s  a l o t  e a s i e r  t o  g e t  the  bags i n t o  your car  trunk 
than g e t  d i f f e r e n t - s h a p e d  s u i t c a s e s  i n t o  i t .  

Aera t ion  Gear 

For s h o r t  t r i p s ,  c o l l e c t i n g  o n l y  f reshwater  f i s h e s ,  
when the  weather i s  c o o l ,  a e r a t i o n  i s  r e a l l y  n o t  n e c e s s a r y .  
For l o n g e r  or warmer o r  more s a l i n e  t r i p s ,  i t  d e f i n i t e l y  
h e l p s .  For o v e r n i g h t ,  I a lways carry  a l o n g  one o r  two 
small  AC a e r a t o r s ,  w i th  a t  l e a s t  s i x  f e e t  o f  a i r - l i n e  t u b i n g ,  
two three-way v a l v e s ,  a couple  o f  clamps, and a i r  s t o n e s .  
The more a i r - l i n e  g e a r  the  b e t t e r ,  but  be sure  your pump_ 
can run s e v e r a l  o u t l e t s .  Don't  use  a n o i s y  pump, s i n c e  i t  
w i l l  be i n  t h e  room were you s l e e p .  Don't  u s e  a p i s t o n  
pump, a s  t h e y  o f t e n  need adjustment.  For daytime use  i n  
t h e  car ,  I no l o n g e r  recommend e i t h e r  1 2 - v o l t  DC p i s t o n  
pumps t h a t  p l u g  i n t o  your l i g h t e r  or  t h o s e  b a t t e r y - o p e r a t e d  
d i s a s t e r s  made f o r  minnows. The b a t t e r y  pumps produce l i t t l e  
a i r ,  the  b a t t e r i e s  run down q u i c k l y ,  t h e  pumps corrode,  t h e y  
d o n ' t  f i t  w e l l  so  t h a t  t h e  e l e c t r i c  current  might be i n t e r 
rupted ,  and t h e y  break.  I n  s h o r t ,  I d o n ' t  l i k e  them and 
never  d i d ,  but  i t  was a l l  we had f o r  many y e a r s .  Forget  
about 0 - t a b s  (wor th l e s s )  or  an  oxygen c y l i n d e r  (dangerous) .  
Nowadays you can purchase b a i t - a e r a t o r s  made f o r  minnows 
and the  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y .  They are  supposed t o  operate  
o f f  a boat  b a t t e r y ,  and come w i t h  a l l i g a t o r  c l i p s .  Take 
o f f  the  c l i p s  and r e p l a c e  them wi th  a c i g a r e t t e - l i g h t e r  
p l u g  t h a t  you can purchase a t  Radio Shack. These b a i t -
a e r a t o r s  c o n s i s t  o f  submersible  b i l g e  pumps. They a r e  
v e r v  r e l i a b l e ,  and pump a t e r r i f i c  amount o f  water ( n o t  
a i r )  . They come vdth a snorkel  tube out  o f  which t h e  
water i s  jet-pumped. That tube i s  PVC and e a s i l y  c u t  
t o  f i t  i n s i d e  a f i v e - g a l l o n f  bucket  o r  a c o o l e r .  There 
are  s e v e r a l  k inds  on the  marteet, s t a r t i n g  a t  about $ 1 8 .  
You can buy them i n  a d i scount  c a t a l o g  s t o r e  or  t a c k l e  shop, 
i n  the  spor t ing -goods  department. I have s e v e r a l ,  one t o  
a c o o l e r ,  and one each t o  a couple o f  f i v e - g a l l o n  covered 
bucket s .  I a l s o  have t h r e e  c i g a r e t t e - l i g h t e r  o u t l e t s  i n  
my car! These t h i n g s  are  r e a l l y  t e r r i f i c  f o r  marines ,  
f o r  crowding l a r g e  numbers i n  a smal l  area ,  and f o r  t r a n s 
p o r t i n g  d e l i c a t e  c r i t t e r s .  Be c e r t a i n  t o  keep your c o n t a i n e r s  
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i n  t h e  back s e a t ,  and n o t  i n  t h e  trunk.  Trunks g e t  h o t  
q u i c k l y ,  and w i l l  k i l l  e v e r y t h i n g .  The o n l y  time I u s e  
an  a e r a t o r  i n  a trunk i s  when i t  i s  p l a c e d  i n s i d e  a 
thermal i n s u l a t e d  c o o l e r ,  and even t h e n  I s t o p  o f t e n  t o  
check the  termperature.  ( I  run a l o n g  e l e c t r i c  cord from 
t h e  trunk, o u t s i d e ,  and i n t o  the  window o f  t h e  back s e a t ,  
t h e n  t o  t h e  c i g a r e t t e - l i g h t e r  o u t l e t .  With t h e  Radio 
Shack p l u g ,  you can use  any l e n g t h  o f  e l e c t r i c  cord you 
want . )  The more expens ive  Super Saver  systems are  made f o r  
b i g  c o o l e r s ,  and worthwhi le .  A l l  t h e s e  b i l g e  pumps a r e ,  
o f  course ,  meant t o  be dropped i n t o  t h e  water .  They have 
b u i l t - i n  p l a s t i c  foam which p r e v e n t s  gunk, d e t r i t u s ,  and 
f i s h  from g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  pumpworks. 

Photography Equipment & S u p p l i e s  

Camerai s i n g l e - l e n s  r e f l e x  wi th  automat ic  exposure ,  
a p e r t u r e - p r e f e r r e d .  Lens» 55 mm macro. A l t e r n a t i v e i  50 mm 
l e n s  wi th  e x t e n s i o n  t u b e s  or  b e l l o w s .  Filrrn Kodachrome 64 
o r  Ektachrome 200, t h e  l a t t e r  f o r  l o w - l i g h t  c o n d i t i o n s .  
Carry s e v e r a l  r o l l s  o f  36 exposures ,  and s h o o t ,  s h o o t ,  s h o o t .  
You can always g i v e  away d u p l i c a t e s  or e x t r a s .  S l i d e  f i l m  
i s  cheap, s o  u s e  h i g h - q u a l i t y  f i l m  and l o t s  o f  i t .  (Note i  
i f  you a l r e a d y  have l o t s  o f  p r i n t s ,  then  you can u s e  t h e  
n e g a t i v e s  t o  g e t  s l i d e s  made. V e r i c o l o r  S0-279 i s  made 
t o  be put  i n t o  a camera when d u p l i c a t i n g ,  and you w i l l  
t h e n  g e t  s l i d e s  from your 35mm n e g a t i v e s .  I f  you have 
such n e g a t i v e s ,  and t h e y ' r e  r e a l l y  good, I ' l l  be g l a d  t o  
make s l i d e s  f o r  you a t  c o s t . )  

Photography container1 a 2"x 6" x 6" p l a t e  g l a s s  photo 
tank can be made by anyone out o f  scrap g l a s s  (from a 
hardware s t o r e )  and S i l a s t i c .  Be neat!  Make an a d d i t i o n a l  
p l a t e  t o  s e t  i n s i d e .  I t  wilD keep t h e  f i s h  from hugging 
t h e  bottom when i t  i s  angled .  Use c l o t h e s p i n s  
t o  h o l d  t h e  p l a t e  where you want i t ,  t o  keep t h e  f i s h  from 
running around e x c e s s i v e l y .  Here i s  another use  f o r  t h o s e  
d i s h  towel s !  When s h o o t i n g ,  make sure  t h e r e  a r e  no bubbles  
on t h e  i n s i d e  and no water  d r o p l e t s  on the  o u t s i d e .  The 
water should be a s  c l e a n  a s  you can g e t  i t .  When s e t t i n g  
up t h e  s h o t ,  make sure  you have l o t s  o f  l i g h t ,  but  no 
g l a r e  or  shadows, and pay a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  background i s  
even,  b lurred ,  and o f  a c o l o r  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  wash o u t  or  
h i d e  t h e  f i s h .  Change backgrounds a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  d i f f e r e n t -
co lored  f i s h .  Don' t  shoot  a s i l v e r  f i s h  on a whi te  background. 
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N e t s  

I f  you p l a n  t o  s t a y  o v e r n i g h t ,  a c o u p l e  o f  w i r e  minnow 
t r a p s  s h o u l d  "be s e t  o u t  i n „ a  p r o m i s i n g  a r e a  t h a t  w o n ' t  "be 
s t r a n d e d  by a f a l l i n g  t i d e .  (You can t a k e  advantage  of_ 
a f a l l i n g  t i d e  by b u r y i n g  a b u c k e t  i n  t h e  bottom,  i t s  l i p  
e v e n  w i t h  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  bot tom.  As t h e  t i d e  g o e s  
o u t ,  t h a t  b u c k e t  w i l l  become a t i d e  p o o l ,  and you m i g h t  
f i n d  a v a r i e t y  o f  c r i t t e r s  t h a t  t o o k  r e f u g e  i n  t h e  " p o o l . " )  
Minnow s e i n e s  s h o u l d  be no l o n g e r  t h a n  a l l o w e d  by l a w  f o r  
b a i t - c o l l e c t i n g  w i t h o u t  a c o l l e c t o r ' s  p e r m i t .  That  i s  u s u a l l y  
a s i x -  o r  t e n - f o o t  s e i n e .  I p r e f e r  n y l o n ,  which c o s t s  more 
b u t  l a s t s  f o r e v e r .  I f  y o u ' r e  s t i n g y ,  g e t  a c o t t o n  o n e .  I t  
w o n ' t  l a s t  v e r y  l o n g  i f  you d o n ' t  dry  i t  a f t e r  each d a y ' s  
u s e  and hang i t  up where i t  c a n n o t  r o t .  The minnow s e i n e  
s h o u l d  be  t i e d  t o  a p a i r  o f  p o l e s ,  one a t  each  end .  
P o l e s  make a s e i n e  an  e a s y  p i e c e  o f  equipment 
t o  o p e r a t e .  Without  p o l e s ,  y o u ' l l  wear o u t  your back from 
s t o o p i n g .  P o l e s  a r e  a l s o  t h e  o n l y  way t o  h a n d l e  a s t r o n g  
c u r r e n t ,  a s  i n  m i d - r i v e r .  D i p - n e t s  s h o u l d  h a v e  a v e r y  l o n g  
p o l e  made o f  wood, n o t  aluminum. Aluminum-poled n e t s  
a r e  r i p - o f f s .  They break  a l m o s t  a s  s o o n  a s  you g e t  them 
f u l l  o f  weeds .  Search  around f o r  a good n e t  t h a t  h a s  no 
aluminum p o l e  o r  c o l l a r .  A b i g  b a i t - a n d - t a c k l e  shop i s  
your  b e s t  b e t ,  o r  a s c i e n t i f i c  s u p p l y  h o u s e .  Equipment 
u s e f u l  f o r  s p e c i a l  c a s e s  a r e  a c a s t  n e t  ( i f  you can  throw 
i t )  and a l i f t  n e t  (which a l m o s t  n e v e r  c a t c h e s  a n y t h i n g  
p r e t t y ,  j u s t  s i l v e r y  j u n k ) .  Carry p l a s t i c  bags  i n t o  which 
you c a n  p l a c e  t h e s e  n e t s  a f t e r  t h e y  g e t  soaked  and muddy. 

T r i p  Leader  

You s h o u l d  count  o n  h a v i n g  a t  l e a s t  one SOB who knows 
what t h e  h e l l  y o u ' r e  d o i n g .  T h i s  p e r s o n  w i l l  r e g i s t e r  t h e  
p e o p l e  who want t o  g o ,  k e e p  t r a c k  o f  v e h i c l e s ,  and a s s i g n  
p e o p l e  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  v e h i c l e .  He w i l l  s e t  up a n  em
b a r k a t i o n  p l a c e  and t i m e .  He w i l l  make s u r e  t h a t  one. p e r s o n  
i n  t h e g r o u p  h a s  a c o l l e c t i n g  p e r m i t  ( i f  n e c e s s a r y ;  he  w i l l  
de termine  whether  a p e r m i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  by c a l l i n g  f i s h  & 
game p e o p l e ) .  He w i l l  make s u r e  t h a t  somebody i s  a s s i g n e d  
e v e r y  j o b .  These  j o b s  i n c l u d e :  n a v i g a t o r  ( d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  
r o u t e  t h a t  w i l l  c u t - a c r o s s  t h e  mos t  numerous d e s i r a b l e  
h a b i t a t s ,  maximum number o f  w a t e r s h e d s ,  e t c . ;  w i l l  p r o v i d e  
a map and t h e  l a i d - o u t  r o u t e  t o  t h e  t r i p  l e a d e r  and a l l  t h e  
d r i v e r s ;  and w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  a rough t i m e t a b l e  f o r  t h e  t r i p ) \  
photographer  (photographs  a l l  f i s h  and i n v e r t e b r a t e s  caught  
t o  p r o v i d e  a -club r e c o r d ,  s h o o t s  t h e  c l u b  i n  a c t i o n ,  p r o 
v i d e s  s l i d e s  t o  t h e  c l u b  a t  c l u b  e x p e n s e ,  b u t  can a l s o  k e e p  
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any o f  t h e  p i c t u r e s  he  wants f o r  h i s  own use ;  must prov ide  
t h e  photo tank and beg or  borrow the  l e n s e s  and o t h e r  gear  
he  needs;  i n  r e t u r n ,  he i s  guaranteed a p o r t i o n  o f  the  c a t c h ,  
s i n c e  he  has  t o  s t a y  wi th  t h e  photo gear  and won' t  have t ime 
t o  g e t  w e t ) ;  j o u r n a l i s t  (who w i l l  p i n p o i n t  l o c a l i t i e s  a s  
so-many-tenths  o f  a m i l e  on t h e  c a r ' s  odometer from one 
highway^ i n t e r s e c t i o n  i n  such a d i r e c t i o n ,  and d e s c r i b e  
t h e  h a b i t a t  and specimens c o l l e c t e d ;  he w i l l  work w i t h  t h e  
n e x t  person  descr ibed;  he w i l l  prov ide  a d e t a i l e d  l o g  o f  
what was c o l l e c t e d  p r e c i s e l y  when and where and by 
whom i f  p o s s i b l e ) ;  b i o l o g i s t  ( n e e d n ' t  be a p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  
o n l y  someone w i th  s t a t e  o r  n a t i o n a l  guidebooks t o  f i s h  
and p l a n t s  who w i l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s ;  
i f  he cannot i d e n t i f y  t h e  specimen, he  w i l l  g e t  i t  t o  a 
u n i v e r s i t y  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ;  he  may carry  some formal in  
from a drugs tore  which he  w i l l  u s e  t o  p i c k l e  a sample o f  
t h e  catch  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  purposes;  h e  may ask t h e  pho
tographer f o r  a i d  i n  r e c o r d i n g  c o l o r s ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
t r i p  l e a d e r  has  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  determining  t h a t  
peop le  a r e  b r i n g i n g  t h e  minimum n e t s  r e q u i r e d ,  t h e  minimum 
boxes  or  o t h e r  equipment r e q u i r e d ,  and making sure  t h a t  
everybody g e t s  a job.  What you do n o t  want on a t r i p  i s  
somebody who wants t o  watch,  and then  share  i n  the c a t c h .  
The catch  b e l o n g s  t o  t h o s e  who work f o r  i t  i n  some way. 
There are  l o t s  o f  p o t e n t i a l  j o b s ,  and i f  t h e  t r i p  l e a d e r  
c a n ' t  th ink  o f  a s e n s i b l e  one,  then  he should  make up a 
s i l l y  one. Everybody should  have a s p e c i f i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
and i n  t h a t  way t h e  group w i l l  work a s  a team r a t h e r  than  
a s  a mob. F i n a l l y ,  t h e  t r i p  l e a d e r  h a s  the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  h a b i t a t  p r o t e c t i o n .  When you l e a v e  a p l a c e ,  i t  should  
l o o k  a s  though you were never  t h e r e .  P o l i c e  up t h e  a r e a ,  
put  a l l  t r a s h  i n  c o n t a i n e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  l e a k y  bags ,  and 
d o n ' t  trample what you d o n ' t  need t o  trample .  Take breaks 
a s  n e c e s s a r y ,  but  d o n ' t  reward t h e  group u n t i l  t h e y ' v e  
earned a reward. I never  have a beer  u n t i l  I catch my 
f i r s t  f i s h ,  and I never  go t h i r s t y .  

D i s c u s s i o n  

There are  s e v e r a l  i t ems  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  any good t r i p .  
For $25  p o s t p a i d  you can order t h e  ATLAS OF NORTH AMERICAN 
FRESHWATER FISHES, a v a i l a b l e  from P.O. Box 276^6, R a l e i g h ,  
NC 27611. T h i s  i s  t h e  North Carol ina  S t a t e  Museum, which 
produced the  ATLAS. Second, you need a good s t a t e  map, and 
i f  you take  t h e  t ime t o  order county  maps from the  S t a t e  
Road Department, you w i l l  n o t  be d i s a p p o i n t e d .  F i n a l l y ,  
take t h e  t ime t o  p l a n  your t r i p  w e l l  i n  advance.  And t h e n  
be sure t o  w r i t e  i t  up i n  your c lub  magazine, so w e ' l l '  
know how you d i d .  
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