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NIGHT CQLLECTIONS 

by Konrad Schmidt ,  Bemidj i ,  Winn. 

I f i r s t  cons ide red  t h e  i d e a  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  f i s h  a t  n i g h t  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago when I began t o  t a k e  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  a r a t h e r  
d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  c a l l e d  c a t f i s h i n g .  
I p r i m a r i l y  f i s h e d  f o r  Channel and F l a t h e a d  c a t s ,  b u t  o c c a s i o n ­
a l l y  t h e  n i g h t s  would be h i g h l i g h t e d  by hooking i n t o  American 
E e l s  and Longnose Gars .  I r a p i d l y  developed a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h e s e  f a s c i n a t i n g  s p e c i e s ,  and t r i e d  t o  c o l l e c t  s m a l l e r  s p e c i ­
mens f o r  my aquar iums.  I s t a r t e d  u s i n g  minnow t r a p s ,  and 
found t h a t  t h e y  would sometimes work f o r  S t o n e c a t s ,  b u t  f o r  
n o t h i n g  e l s e .  I c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  s e i n i n g  a t  n i g h t ,  and 
wondered i f  i t  would produce any r e s u l t s ,  b u t  a t  t h a t  t ime  
t h e  f e a r  o f  d r o p - o f f s ,  snapp ing  t u r t l e s ,  and wha teve r  e l s e  
goes bump i n  t h e  n i g h t  was s t r o n g e r  t h a n  my d e s i r e  t o  c o l l e c t  f i s h .  

I con t inued  t o  s t o c k  my aquariums wi th  f i s h  I c o l l e c t e d  
from s e i n i n g  o n l y  d u r i n g  t h e  day,  b u t  I have a lways been f r u s ­
t r a t e d  a t  t r y i n g  t o  head  o f f  f l e e i n g  s c h o o l s  o f  minnows which 
seemed even  more s k i t t i s h  on sunny days .  I have a l s o  n o t i c e d  
t h a t  s e i n i n g  on c loudy days would g e n e r a l l y  be more p r o d u c t i v e .  
These o b s e r v a t i o n s  pe r suaded  me t o  t a k e  a n o t h e r  s e r i o u s  look  
a t  n i g h t  s e i n i n g ,  and e v e n t u a l l y  l e d  t o  some i n t e r e s t i n g  r e s u l t s .  

The f i r s t  a t t e m p t  .was made u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  I f e l t  
were f a r  from i d e a l - - i t  was mid-December, and i c e  had  begun 
appea r ing  on t h e  r i v e r s .  I somehow managed t o  i n f e c t  my two 
c o l l e c t i n g  p a r t n e r s ,  Don Richmond and E r i c  L indbe rg ,  w i t h  a n  
a c u t e  case  o f  s p r i n g  f e v e r  and r e v i v e d  t h e i r  s e a s o n a l l y  dormant 
urge  t o  c o l l e c t  f i s h .  We r e a l i z e d  t h e  need t o  d r e s s  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  
f o r  t h i s  t ime o f  y e a r ,  and though t  waders ,  wool socks ,  and l o n g  
underwear would be enough, b u t  t h a t  f r i g i d  w a t e r  was b o r d e r i n g  
on u n b e a r a b l e .  A f t e r  two o r  t h r e e  v e r y  s h o r t  p a s s e s ,  however,  
we were rewarded w i t h  more R i v e r  D a r t e r s  t h a n  we knew what t o  
do wi th ,  and many had t o  be thrown back.  

I have s i n c e  t r i e d  n i g h t  s e i n i n g  i n  many o t h e r  Minnesota  
l a k e s  and s t r eams ,  and d u r i n g  more f a v o r a b l e  s ea sons .  T h i s  
method h a s  so f a r  produced e a s y  c a t c h e s  o f  T r o u t - p e r c h ,  Logperch,  
Tadpole Madtoms, and Emerald S h i n e r s .  None o f  t h e s e  s p e c i e s  
a r e  cons ide red  r a r e  i n  Minnesota ,  and I have been a b l e  t o  c o l ­
l e c t  them d u r i n g  t h e  day, b u t  n i g h t  s e i n i n g  h a s  produced a 
g r e a t  d e a l  more—with l e s s  e f f o r t .  

The most memorable r e s u l t s  from n i g h t  s e i n i n g  hapoened 
l a s t  summer when Don and I made a c o l l e c t i o n  t r i p  t o  M i s s o u r i .  
We were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i n d i n g  t h e  Ozark and S l e n d e r  madtoms, 
which F i s h e s  o f  M i s s o u r i , b y  Wil l iam P f l i e g e r ,  l i s t s  a s  be ing  
v e r y  common. Although we were aware o f  t h e i r  n o c t u r n a l  h a b i t s ,  
we t r i e d  t o  c o l l e c t  them d u r i n g  t h e  day by checking l o g s ,  r o c k s ,  
and o f  course  b e e r  cans t h a t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  l i t t e r  t h e  more a c ­
c e s s i b l e  s t r eams .  These e f f o r t s  f a i l e d  t o  produce a s i n g l e  fia-i, 
and we dec ided  t o  t r y  o u r  s e c r e t  weapon a s  a l a s t  r e s o r t .  
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We a r r i v e d  a t  a s t r eam s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  s u n s e t  and made a few 
p a s s e s  w i th  t h e  s e i n e ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  c o l l e c t  any new s p e c i e s ? ^  
however, when i t  became too  dark  t o  s e e  w i t h o u t  a f l a s h l i g h t ,  
bo th  t h e  Ozark and S l e n d e r  madtoms s t a r t e d  showing up m t h e  
s e i n e .  There was a l s o  t h e  t o t a l l y  unexpec ted ,  b u t  welcomed, 
appearance  o f  Yoke D a r t e r s .  Again, i n  a v e r y  s h o r t  t ime ,  we 
had c o l l e c t e d  more f i s h  t h a n  we needed and many had  t o  be 
r e l e a s e d .  

I b e l i e v e  t h i s  method w i l l  be o f  use  t o  many t h a t  may be 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  n o c t u r n a l  f i s h e s ,  b u t  I would l i k e  
t o  o f f e r  a few s u g g e s t i o n s  t o  anyone t r y i n g  i t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t ime .  I p r e f e r  t o  c o l l e c t  from s i t e s  t h a t  I know v e r y  w e l l ,  
o r  t o  a r r i v e  b e f o r e  s u n s e t  a t  new s i t e s  t o  check f o r  snags  
and d r o p - o f f s .  The e x c e l l e n t  r e s u l t s  have n e v e r  made i t  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e i n e  i n  w a t e r  more t h a n  deep. I admit  
d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s  may be found a t  g r e a t e r  dep thes ,  b u t ,  f o r  
now, I have more t h a n  I can hand l e  i n  sha l low w a t e r .  F i n a l l y ,  
a f l a s h l i g h t  o r  l a n t e r n  i s  a must f o r  t h i s  k i n d  o f  work; r e c e n t l y  
I s t a r t e d  u s i n g  a head  lamp,which d i r e c t s  t h e  l i g h t  e x a c t l y  
where I am l o o k i n g  and f r e e s  both  hands  t o  work t h e  s e i n e .  
I hope t h e s e  s u g g e s t i o n s  w i l l  h e l p  o t h e r s  f i n d  c o l l e c t i n g  a t  
n i g h t  a s  en joyab le  and rewarding  a s  I h a v e .  

76 Thursday, Jan. 26, 1984 Philadelphia Daily News + 

The "Ail Outdoors" department 
sometimes gets letters and usually 
they are not published in this space 
because the Daily News is a family 
newspaper and I believe in protect­
ing the innocent, namely me. 

You published an  article on a 
summer-long fishing contest In Cape 
May County. The fish that won the 
prize for most unusual was a chain 
pickerel I had the story inserted in 
"American C u r r e n t s a  publication 
of the North American Native Fishes 
Association, ft drew the following 
response from Robert E. Schmidt, a 
well-known ichthyologist, 

Dear Mr, Greenday. 

However, some letters are worthy 
of publication, if not equal time. 
Because space is at a premium, I have 
edited t he  

and added a Joe Greenday 
comment or  f)i i t d n n r s  

longer letters, 
"R is not unusual to encounter 

. freshwater fish in moderately saline 
water. Chain pickerel, despite being a 
freshwater fish, can readily tolerate 
up to one-half saltwater. Anyone who 
has worked in estuaries can attest 
that freshwater fish are commonly 
encountered fn brackish areas, I have 
taken largemouth bass bluefish and 
mackerel simultaneously in gill nets 
in Connecticut. 1 doubt these freshwa­
ter fish can reproduce in partially 
saline waters, but they seem to be 
quite comfortable for long periods of 
time." 

B. Gebhardt, Philadelphia 
Even the fish know it's a free coun­

try. 

Kon
Typewritten Text
American Currents February 1984 Vol 10 No 2 

Kon
Typewritten Text




