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SUMMARY OF RECENT SCIENTIFIC ARTICLES ON DARTERS 

S u b m i t t e d  by R o b e r t  E.  Schmidt ,  Newton, NJ, NANFA D a r t e r  
S t u d y  Group 

O ' N e i l ,  P . E .  I 9 8 I .  L i f e  h i s t o r y  o f  E theos toma c o o s a e  
( P i s c e s «  P e r c i d a e )  i n  B a r b a r e e  Creek ,  Alabama, T u l a n e  
S t u d i e s  i n  Zoology and  Bo tany  23(1)  s 7 5 - 8 3  

E theos toma coosae  i s  a p o o r l y  known d a r t e r  f o u n d  o n l y  
i n  t h e  Coosa R i v e r  sy s t em o f  Alabama, G e o r g i a ,  a n d  T e n n e s s e e .  
T h i s  p a p e r  d e s c r i b e s  s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  b i o l o g y  o f  t h e  
Coosa D a r t e r  r e l e v a n t  t o  aquar ium c u l t u r e .  The Coosa D a r t e r  
p r e f e r s  cobb le  o r  g r a v e l  bo t t oms  a n d  spawns o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  
o f  r o c k s .  Peak  spawning a c t i v i t y  was o b s e r v e d  i n  m i d - A p r i l .  
I n  n a t u r e ,  t h e y  f e e d  on  t h e  l a r v a e  o f  midges ,  b l a c k f l i e s ,  
a n d  m a y f l i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  copepods a n d  c l a d o c e r a  ( " w a t e r  f l e a s " ) .  
The a g e ,  g rowth ,  and  spawning b e h a v i o r  a r e  a l s o  d e s c r i b e d .  
Water  q u a l i t y  p a r a m e t e r s  f rom t h e i r  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t  a r e  
b r i e f l y  p r e s e n t e d .  

L i n d q u i s t ,  D .G. ,  J . R .  S h u t e ,  a n d  P.W. S h u t e ,  1981. Spawning 
and  n e s t i n g  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  Waccamaw D a r t e r ,  E theos toma 
per longum.  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  B i o l o g y  o f  F i s h e s  6(2)1 177 191• 

T h i s  p a p e r  d e s c r i b e s  spawning and  n e s t i n g  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h i s  
endange red  d a r t e r .  The Waccamaw D a r t e r  i s  v i r t u a l l y  r e s t r i c t e d  
t o  Lake Waccamaw, Nor th  C a r o l i n a .  I n f o r m a t i o n  o n  a c c e s s o r y  
r e p r o d u c t i v e  t o p i c s  such  a s  n u p t i a l  c o l o r ,  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  d i f ­
f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  s e x e s ,  and  g e n e r a l  e c o l o g y  i s  a l s o  g i v e n .  
Because  o f  i t s  endange red  s t a t u s ,  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  
s p e c i e s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  aquar ium c u l t u r i s t s ,  b u t  t h e  
p a p e r  i s  a good model f o r  w r i t i n g  de s c r i p t i o n s  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  l a b  a n d  t h e  f i e l d .  C o l o r  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  t h e  d a r t e r s  
spawning i n  t h e  f i e l d  and  s e v e r a l  b l a c k - a n d - w h i t e  p i c t u r e s  
o f  n e s t s  and  eggs  a r e  i n c l u d e d .  

Anonymous, 1982. Recovery  N e w s - - D i r e c t o r  s i g n s  f i v e  p l a n s .  
Mary land  D a r t e r .  Endangered  S p e c i e s  T e c h n i c a l  B u l l e t i n  
7 ( 3 ) i  8 - 9 .  

A r e c o v e r y  p l a n  f o r  t h i s  r a r e  a n d  e n d a n g e r e d  d a r t e r  
(Etheos toma s e l l a r e )  h a s  b e e n  d r a f t e d  by t h e  U.S.  F i s h  & W i l d ­
l i f e  S e r v i c e .  T h i s  s m a l l  d a r t e r  i s  now known o n l y  from Deer  
Creek ,  H a r f o r d  County ,  Mary land .  The p l a n  i n c l u d e s  a r e f u g e ,  
a n a l y s i s  o f  w a t e r - l e v e l  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  and  w a t e r - q u a l i t y  im­
provement ,  and  s u g g e s t s  r a i s i n g  t h e  d a r t e r s  i n  c o n t r o l l e d  
env i ronmen t s  i n  n a t u r a l  s t r e a m s  a n d / o r  h a t c h e r y  ( a q u a r i u m ! )  
s y s t e m s .  
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