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SPAVMIMO OP FUIQULUS CHRYSQTUS 

by Rodney Harper, Marietta, Georgia 

The Golden-ear Killifish (Fundulus chrysotus) is 
common along the Gulf Coast in freshwater drainages 
with very little salinity. The biotope is usually 
densely vegetated, with a muddy substratum. Fundulus 
cinqulatus· and f.. olivaceus occur in these same areas. 

On a recent trip to my home town of Bayou la 
Batre, Alabama, I had a chance to collect these 
beautiful fish. After catching 25-30 within an hour, 
I headed for home. On arrival, I introduced the fish 
to a 20L aquarium with one teaspoon of salt to every 
two gallons. The salt was added for the purpose of 
controlling parasites. The fish didn't seem to mind, 
and they adjusted very well. 

After two weeks of captivity, the males began to 
turn to breeding colors. They displayed several small 
red spots along the abdomen. Their gill plates became 
brilliant gold and their fins dull gold. The females 
colored up a little, but not much; the only noticeable 
change was to the gold spot on the gill plate. 

To induce spawning, I introduced some home-made 
spawning mops of· typical crochet yarn. The pairs 
found these mops to their liking and began to spawn in 
them. 

After three days, I removed the mops to collect 
the eggs. I gave up after collecting 200-300 eggs 
because there were so many. The eggs themselves are 
not large, but they can be seen in the dark yarn. 
Some of the eggs were sticking to the mop and some 
were not. I transferred the eggs to several small 
betta bowls with 2" of water in the bottom. Twenty 
eggs went into each jar with the addition of three 
drops of methylene blue to deter fungus. 

The eggs began to hatch eight to ten days later 
with almost 90-percent yield. The fry were large 
enough to take brine shrimp nauplii. They grew to~" 
in four weeks and were then transferred from a five
gallon tank to a ten-gallon. Rapid growth continued; 
the fry reached 1" in 12 weeks. 

Golden-ears are fairly peaceful fish when kept in 
a species tank, but they will devour almost anything 
that will fit into their mouths. Therefore, it is not 
advisable to raise the fry in the parents' tank until 
they have grown past mouth size. 
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MORE UNWISE IMPORTATIONS--FLORIDA 
Konrad Schmidt sent an article from a Florida 

paper describing how the state agency there was 
raising varieties of Tilapia intended for 
introduction. This is just incredible. Any member 
with further information should advise NANFA. 

LISTENING DEVICE 

SEA/EAR is the name of a new hydrophone, or 
machine that lets you listen to underwater sound. 
Portable, works to 300', according to manufacturer, 
$369. If interested, write SEA/EAR Systems, PO Box 
2465, Santa Barbara, CA 93120 (805-963-7944). 

"VISINE"--AQUARIUM REMEDY"? 

A brief article from Evergreen Aguarists by way 
of The Fish Culturist (the latter published by the 
Pennsylvania Fish Culturists Association, the former 
uncertain) advocates the use of the (human) eye remedy 
"Visine" as an aquarium remedy, at least in 
emergencies. Steve Heinje says its main ingredient is 
Tetra Hydrozoline HCL, and calls it "an effective, yet 
extremely gentle, antibiotic." If it's gentle enough 
for the human eye, he reasons, it should be safe for 
fish. He reports using it in removing fungus from 
tropical fish. 




