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by Rodney Harper, Marietta, Georgia 

I acquir~d several pairs of these interesting gobles, 
which occur in brackish water from North Carolina to Yucutan, 
on a recent collecting trip to my home in Bayou la Bat~e, 
Alobarna. I found them inhabiting heer bottlt~s along the 
bottom of a tidal ditch. They seemed to prefer Miller 
bottles, but I can't think of explaining why. 

The water had a specific gravity of 1.018, and the water 
was fairly stagnant. The whole area was very weedy, and the 
bottom was very sticky. 

I observed several empty periwinkle shells around the 
den, so that must have been the staple food in that pond. 

I collected four pair in 30 minutes and bagged them 
separately. They did well in the bags for 48 hours. 

Once I arrived home, I placed them in a 20-gallon-long 
tank with sand. 'l'he water had a specific gravity of 1.015. 
'l'hey inhabited the tank with a small colony of !?.9.Lf!l:tt~t_g_~ 

macul~t!l~· Within two or three hours, the 4" males had 
cornered t:he 7" Q.ormttat()J:;.S. At that point, I removed the 
Donnitators. 

I placed five 4" flower pots in the tank. 
pair took over each pot. 

Soon aiter, a 

These fish are easily sexed. The male will grow to 8-
10". The dorsal fin on a mature male will stand 3 11 when 
extended. It will resemble a cockatoo headdress. The caudal 
will be spade-shaped, with three or four center rays extended 
2-3" past the tail. This is where the name Sharptail 
oriqinates. The fen~les are mottled, and have no outstanding 
finnage. The rn;lximum size I've seen is 3 11

• 

The courtship is spectacular. The male will court only 
one female. His colors intensify. He will turn a brilliant 
qreen, with violet and blue fields throughout the finnage. 

The spawninq takes place within a week. 

The eqqs may number 200-2,000 and are tightly packed into 
the flower pots. They are oblong, and hatch in three days at 
a temperature of 780F. Both parents guard the eggs. Very 
~5eldom do parents molest the eqgs or fry. The addition of 
touqh killies, or of other gobles, will increase the attention 
qiven to the egqs and fry. 
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After four weeks, I remove the parents. The fry will eat 
newly hatched brine shrimp from the start. It would seem that 
they could not eat brine shrimp, but don•t let their size fool 
you. They literally tear the shrimp apart. 

The fry are slow-growing, and take a year to reach 2:". 
Sexual maturity is usually at 3". 

So far r•ve bred three generations, and I never tire of 
watching these fascinating fish. 

·-····--------

KEEPING FI?H ALIVE IN TRANSPORT 

Bill Chipman, N. Wilkesboro, N.C., sent us a copy of an 
article from flassm"!?te£ Magazine, Feb., 1984, p. 55 ff., 
called "Rx for Cauqht Bass." It describes a chemical 
available from Junqle Labs called "Catch & Release" which, 
added to a live well, improved survival rates for released 
bass. The article says, "it has long been used by tropical
fish dealers for live shipment of delicate, expensive aquarium 
fishes." 

The article acknowledqes that ice is also helpful, but 
that the chlorine 1n ice can be deadly--as many of us have 
found out in transporting fish. '!'he Jungle chemical, the 
article says, contains a dechlorinator. Another ingredient 
mentioned is 1nethylene blue, alleged to increase the ability 
of water to hold oxvqen: "It is the same substance that 
doctors shoot into the veins of humans when they have carbon 
monoxide poisoning, .. the article states. "It is also made 
into artificial blood so it will carry oxygen better." 
Nevertheless, an oxygenator would still be necessary for close
packed live fish, the article reminds. It asserts that the 
chemical also smoothes out the effects of changes in water 
chemistry! 

The article suygests to contact Jungle Laboratories, P.O. 
Box 630, Cibolo, TX 78108, 512-658-3503. 

Can any members do road tests and inform AC7 




